A fact sheet about 4-year colleges and disability-related services written by youth for youth
Written by Alex Powell; Edited by Stephanie Birmingham and J enny Wagner N eugart.
Waisman Center, University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities, University of Wisconsin - Madison
What shouid I think about BEFORE I apply for coliege?

Educational Issues:
« Are you motivated to do your best and work hard?
. Have you taken the courses in high school that you need to get accepted to a university?
« Have you taken ACTs/SATs (these are tests you have to take to get admitted to a unlverS|ty)?
. Have you visited the campus(es) you are interested in?
« Are you familiar with assistive technology that may help you succeed in school {(e.g. Kurzweil, Dragon
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Health Issues:
« Do you have health care cov
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How doI appl for disability services?
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have time to meet their documentatlon gwdellnes and services can be set up and ready for yo on the first
day of classes. This is especially important if you need a Sign Language Interpreter, taped or scanned
textbooks or need your materials Brallled
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« Thereis no IEP in college. ‘Services are |nd|V|duaIized.

What will help me be successful in college?
Things that worked in high school may not work in college. Think about new ideas for helping you learn best.
Here are some common accommodations to think about:

« Note takers so you can concentrate on the lecture.

» Adaptive testing (extended time, computer for essays).
e I and/or out of class aides/homewoik aides.
« Excused absences for health related issues.

« Tutoring.
« Taped or scanned textbooks.
« Adaptive equipment (i.e. software).
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. Recreatlonallcompetltlve sports and recreational activities.
« Special events (e.g. bands, comedians).

Ilways a ore later in your college
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How is 4 year college different from high school?

High School College
« Adults remind you of your responsibilities. « You are responsible for your activities and the
decisions you make. You have to accept th
consequences of what you do.
« You are usually told what to do and corrected » You are not told what to do, if you’re out of line.
« Timeis usually structured by others. « You manage your own time.
o Classes are arranged for you and areon a « You create your own schedule.
set schedule. Try to pian your scheduie with things iike stamina
and medication side effects in mind. Think about
when you learn best — morning, afternoon or
evening.
« Classroom accommodations are taken « ltis uptoyou to find the Disability Services Office
care of by your |IEP team. to disclose your disability and arrange for
classroom accommodations.

For more information...
o University of Wisconsin System —www.wisconsin.edu
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« Preparing for college — www.thinkcollege.net/ and www.collegeispossible.org

« Staying healthy — www w.cdc.goviflu/brotect/preventing.htm
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