A fact sheet about calling and writing your legislator written by youth for youth.
Written by Alex Powell; Edited by Stephanie Birmingham and Jenny Wagner Neugart.
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direct impact on our lives. For those issues that greatly affect us, we should speak out about how we feel. A
great way to let others hear how s to call or write to your local legislator. Legislators are individuals
change needs to happen, refer to rmation beio ’
Before you call or writ egislator

« Double check your facts.

« Prepare a short list of resources to share with your legislator.
« Have a solution to your problem.

Tins for writina vour leagislator
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« Beconcise.
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« Include the bill number if you’re writing about a specific bill.
e Be bhrief—1 to 2 nages max
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e Pearepnnalize it — stav awav from form ietiers  Form ietters are oniv io hein vou aet started
I wiIivViIiIiUllaw I QLU'Y uvvu'y VI IV Tvillvl o I Vil Iviilviv (vl v \Jlll'y A ll\lly 'Y\JU }j\lt LAl L
A alle ’~ 1 a2 s a 1 L | a
AN AIITIINAS TTAM N 1HDTTFEON TA N 1oMmcinTANM
/AN Yuitninie 10N 4 enier v 4 oaeuisiaro
(Your Name)
(Your Street Address)
(Your City, State, Zip)
1
(Today’s Date)
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1Ne MoNorabie (Seinalol s O epiesenialve S rull iNaimne)
(Office Building)
(Street Address)
(City, State, Zip)
Dear Senator/Representative (Last Name)
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Next paragraph — invite your legislator to contact you to talk about the issue further. Be sure to leave your
contact information.



More tips for writing your iegisiator
« Also consider sending your letter to the directors of agencies who provide services. Those people may
be able to take care of the problem directly and more quickly.
« Ifyourissue has no iegisiation attached to it, you can write an issue ietter to bring the issue to your
legislator’s attention.

« You may want to ask a legislator to draft a bill for you. You must be ready with all the facts and be willing to
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someone read your letter ove rfor errors before you send it.

« Send a thank you ietter whenever your iegislator supports the issue you have contacted him/her about.

- Consider writing a letter to the editor of your iocal newspaper to raise awareness about your issue.

Tips for calling your legislator
« Give your name and where you live.
. lee the bill number if applicable and the issue.
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« Provide a solution to the problem — your Ieglslator will be more likely to take action on the issue.
« Ask for vour legislator’s support or opposition.

o leaveyour phon.e number
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To find your Representative/Senator...
Call the Wisconsin | eqislative Hotline at 1-800-362-WISC
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Look it up in the Wisconsin Blue Book — www.legis.state.wi.us/irb/bb/05bb/index.htm

Visit — www.legis.state.wi.us and click on ‘WHO REPRESENTS ME?’



